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(57) [Abstract] 

[Problem to be Solved] To provide a digital imaging device which 

can photograph images utilizing portability and print a photographed 
image easily by use of an external printing device. 

[Solution] The main unit of an imaging device 10 has, as a 
controller for causing a printer 11 connected to the imaging device 10 to 
print a photographed image, a CPU 10-d, a memory 10-e, a 
communication protocol management module 10-f operable to 
communicate with the external printer 11 via an interface 10-k, a printer 
control code generation module 10-g that generates a code 
interpretable by a determined type of printer, and a image list generation 
module 10-m that generates an image signal for a list of images stored 
in the imaging device, and transfers a photographed image to the 
external printer 11 to cause it to print the image. 

[0062] In step S3, the device information obtained in step S2 is read 
into the format selecting unit 117 through the bus 114, and the format of 
the image to be transmitted is determined. In the device information 
obtained in step S2, a plurality of names of formats are described when 
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the external device can handle a plurality of formats, and therefore the 
most suitable format is selected therefrom. The user selects in 
advance one of "image quality" and "transmission speed" as format 
selection criteria. When only one format name is described in the 
device information, this format is used. By the processing in step S3, 
when the external device is a printer, the image data is determined to be 
converted to a printer description language processable by the printer, 
and when the external device is a facsimile, the image data is 
determined to be converted to data processable by the facsimile. 
[0063] In step S4, the image data is converted to the format determined 
in step S3. The original image data held in the data holding unit 112 is 
read into the format converter 115 through the bus 114, and is then 
converted to the intended format. Although this format conversion is 
performed using the CPU 116 on a software basis in this embodiment, 
the format converter 115 can be composed of hardware components so 
that the format conversion is performed on a hardware basis, 
implementation of which is easily achieved. 
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